[image: ]
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\barkerj\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\OP79MZIT\MC900290958[1].wmf]


FDA Has Released New Graphic Warning Labels for Cigarettes 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has finalized nine very graphic images that will be required to appear on all cigarette packs and cartons. Some of these images include a man with a cigarette in his hand and smoke billowing out of a hole in his throat and another shows a pair of lungs ravaged by tobacco use.

Currently, the standard warning on cigarettes is in small print on the side of the box.  The FDA is placing larger, more visible and graphic warnings on tobacco products.  Starting in September 2012, the new labels will appear on the top 50 percent of both the front and rear panels of each cigarette package and occupy at least 20 percent of the upper portion of each cigarette advertisement.  The Tobacco Control Act requires FDA to provide current and potential smokers with clear and truthful information about smoking risks.

This is the first time in 25 years the federal government has significantly changed cigarette labels.  Each warning label will also feature the smoking cessation phone number, 1-800-QUIT-NOW.

These new labels are powerful depictions of the health risks of smoking.  These images will provide encouragement for smokers to quit and prevent children and adults from ever starting the habit.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have determined that tobacco use is the leading cause of premature and preventable death in the United States.  Each year there are 443,000 deaths that occur and costing nearly $200 billion in annual medical costs and lost productivity.
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